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At a Meeting of the DEPUTIES and DELEGATES from the Pro- 
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 TESTANT Dis88NTzRs of England and Wales, appointed to obtain 
the Repeal of the Teſt-Laws, at the King's-Head Tavern, in the 
4 Poultry, London, on the 3oth Day of May, 1792: | 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


be printed. 
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Addreſs to the PROTESTANT DISSENTERS 
RE e eee eee LE 4 is 


WE, the Deputies and Delegates from the Proteſtant Diſſenters of England and Wales, ap- 
pointed to obtain the Repeal of the Teſt-Laws, cannot adjourn our Meetings for this Year, 
without addreſſing our Conſtituents, on the ſpecific Object of our Appointment, and on other 


Objects which appear to us to be immediately connected with the general Intereſts of the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters; to which the great Cauſe of religious Liberty is ſo cloſely united. rd Gs 


While we have endeavoured to promote the Union of Diſſenters, upon the grand Principles 
which are common to them all, by expreſſing, in the moſt public Manner, a ſympathetic. Re- 
gard-for our ſuffering Brethren at Birmingham, we have not been inattentive to the important 
Purpoſe for which we were conſtituted; we have wiſhed again to agitate the Repeal of the Teſt- 
Laws, and to preſent a Claim fo reaſonable as ours to the Juſtice of a Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons ; nor ſhould we have heſitated to improve even the ſlighteſt Appearance of a favourable 
Opportunity, knowing that the Cauſe of Reaſon and Juſtice cannot ſuffer by the ſevereſt Diſ- 
cuſſion: But, when we conſidered that the Flame of Bigotry, which lately.ravaged one 'Part of 
the Kingdom; was not yet extinguiſhed; and when we recollected the various Prejudices exci- 
ted by Miſrepreſentations among our Countrymen at large, Prejudices which Time and a more 


juſt Obſervation alone can remove; we were convinced, that the Caſe of the Proteſtant Diſ- 


ſenters, reſpecting the Teſt-Laws, was not likely to gain an impartial Attention during the pre- 
ſent Seſſion of Parliament, and we are confirmed in this Opinion, by obſerving the ill Succeſs of 
a wiſe and virtuous Attempt to reſcue the Statute-Book of our Country from the Diſgrace of 
Laws fo oppreſſive and infamous, that, even in the Judgement of their Supporters, they ought ' 


never 
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ne ver to be executed, On this Occaſion we cannot forbear to expreſs our Alarms at the preſent 
Situation of religious Liberty in this Country, and the precarious Tenure by which we all hold 
the invaluable Rights of Conſcience; for, though, of the Proteſtant Diſſenters who lately joined 
in the Petition to the Houſe of Commons for the Repeal of certain penal Laws, (which Re- 
peal even our Enemies had formerly acknowledged to be neceſſary to render Toleration com- 
plete,) it may fairly be preſumed, that many were Perſons immediately obnoxious to the Seve- 
rity of thole Laws, yet we are perſuaded, that our Brethren, of every theological Opinion, muſt 
feel an important Intereſt in this Queſtion ; even the Chriſtian, who believes the Doctrine which 
ſome of thoſe Laws were deſigned to ſupport, may tremble for the Exiſtence of his religious Liber- 
ty, while it depends on an accidental Coincidence with the Faith of the eſtabliſhed Church, and not 
on the unalienable Right of every Man to examine Religion freely, to form his own Opinions, 


and to diffuſe tem in the World with a Zeal proportioned to his Senſe of their Importance. | | 


To Claims, founded on a Right ſo facred, Nothing has been oppoſed but the Plea of Expe- 
ciency, an Argument weak in the Judgement of Reaſon, however formidable in the Hand of 
Power; and we were ſqrry to obſerve this Argument offered by Perſons who ſo lately declared, 
in the moſt public Manner, that every Man ſhould be at Liberty to ꝓrofeſs and to defend his re- 
ligious Opinions; and that this Liberty ought not to be ſolicited as a Matter of Favour, but de- 
manded as an Act of Juſtice; n 


In Circumſtances ſo ſerious, when even the loweſt Idea of Toleration is abandoned, and while 
the Enemies of Diſſenters are endeavouring to ſeparate upon theological Queſtions, (Men who 
have other great Intereſts in common, ) we feel it as a Duty we owe to our Conſtituents to preſs 
on their Attention the Neceſſity of an Union among themſelves, and a cordial Intercourſe with 


all the Friends of religious Liberty of every Deſcription. 
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We have underſtood, with much Satisfaction, that our Brethren, in, ſeveral Countries, have 
raiſed Subſcriptions and appointed Committees to circulate ſmall Tradis in Suppert of religious 
Liberty, and we earneſtly recommend the Example to the Imitation of the Dillenters in general. 
As we believe that the Influence of Knowledge muſt at laſt be ſuperior to all the Oppoſition of 
Ignorance and Prejudice, it will be our ardent Deſire, under every preſent Diſcouragement, 
to ſcatter the Seeds of Inſtruction ; and, whether the Harveſt ariſe in our Days or thoſe of our 
Poſterity, we cannot loſe the Honour and the Satisfaction of having laboured in the F icld. 


And here we remark, with Pleaſure, ſome Appearances, favourable to our Cauſe, in the Spi- 
rit of Juſtice and Reaſon, manifeſted in the Writings, of fome diſtinguiſſied Characters of the, 
Church of England, and in the Sentiments publich expreſſed by many reſpectable Members 
of both Houſes of Parliament: At the ſame Time we are perſuaded, that a conſiderable Num- 
ber of Clergy and Laity in the eſtabliſhed Church are equally deſirous that the religious Com- 
munity, to which they belong, may be delivered from ack and 8 Supports as 


reſtricting Laws, which aggrandize one Body of Citizens at the Expence of another; and penal 
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Statutes on Subjects of Religion, by which Man arrogates to himſelf the Prerogative of his 
Creator, and affects to ſay to the human Intellect, . Hitherto ſhalt thou go, but no farther.” 


W bile we contemplate thoſe Appearances which inſpire Hope amidſt various Diſcouragements, 

and eſpecially when we obſerve, that the public Mind is now directed to Queſtions of general 
Policy and Subjects moſt important to Man as a Member of Society, — we think the Period is 
advancing, when it will no longer be inquired, reſpecting the Candidate for civil Employment, 
what he believes on a theological Subject, but what are his Abilities for the Service of his 


Country. 


Yet, however theſe Hopes may be diſappointed, and our Poſſeſſion of juſt and equal Liberty 
be deferred, we are now chiefly ſolicitous that our Rights may be generally underſtood, as an im- 
ortant Step towards the Attainment of them; and that the Proteſtant Diſſenters, who (like all 
Men that think for themſelves) muſt be divided by a Variety of Opinions, may be ever united 
as the Friends of civil and religious Liberty, the firm Supporters of juſt Government, the Pa- 
trons of uſeful Knowledge, and the Benefactors of Mankind. | | 


M. DODSON, Chairman. 


